
Ahmed Mohamad Ahmed, et. al.,  International Journal of Engineering Research and Applications 

www.ijera.com 

ISSN: 2248-9622, Vol. 15, Issue 3, March 2025, pp 66-73 

 

 
www.ijera.com                                      DOI: 10.9790/9622-15036673                                  66 | Page 

                

 

 
 

LED Lamps-Electrical Circuits and Their Relationship with 

Current, Voltage, and Resistance 

 

Ahmed Mohamad Ahmed *, Mohammad Motlaq Alrashidi** 
*Public Authority for Applied Education and Training  

Email: am.ahmed@paaet.edu.kw  

** Public Authority for Applied Education and Training 

Email : mm.alrashidi@paaet.edu.kw 

 

ABSTRACT 
This study explores the fundamental principles of LED lamps, focusing on their electrical circuit design and the 

relationships between current, voltage, and resistance. It delves into the operational efficiency of LEDs, the role 

of resistance in circuit stability, and the unique voltage-current characteristics that define their performance. The 

research also highlights the practical applications of LED technology in residential, industrial, and medical 

fields, emphasizing their contributions to energy conservation and sustainability. Specific aspects of this study 

include detailed circuit analysis, comparative performance evaluation with traditional lighting, and insights into 

future innovations aimed at enhancing LED efficiency and expanding their usage in diverse sectors. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

LED lamps, or Light Emitting Diodes, have 

revolutionized modern lighting due to their high 

efficiency, longevity, and energy-saving capabilities. 

Unlike traditional lighting, which relies on heating 

filaments or gas discharge, LEDs use 

semiconductors to emit light when electrons move 

through the material. This has made them a preferred 

choice in applications ranging from household 

lighting to industrial and automotive systems. 

In addition to their superior energy 

efficiency, LED lamps offer unique benefits such as 

reduced heat emission, enhanced durability, and 

adaptability to various lighting conditions. They 

have become integral to smart lighting systems, 

where they can be controlled for intensity, color, and 

timing, providing tailored solutions for diverse 

environments. 

The focus of this research is to explore the 

intricate electrical characteristics of LEDs, including 

their voltage-current relationship and the role of 

resistance in their operation. Moreover, the paper 

investigates practical circuit designs, highlighting 

how these principles are applied in real-world 

scenarios. Furthermore, the study examines the 

broader implications of LED technology, including 

its environmental impact and potential for driving 

sustainable development in the lighting industry. 

 

II. LED LAMPS 

LED lamps, or Light Emitting Diode lamps, 

are a type of lighting technology that utilizes 

semiconductors to produce light through a process 

called electroluminescence. When an electric current 

flows through the diode, electrons recombine with 

holes in the semiconductor material, releasing 

energy in the form of photons (light). LED lamps are 

highly efficient, converting a significant portion of 

electrical energy into visible light while emitting 

minimal heat. This makes them more energy-

efficient and durable compared to traditional 

incandescent and fluorescent lighting technologies. 

LED lamps are widely used in various applications, 

including residential, industrial, and automotive 

lighting, due to their long lifespan, energy savings, 

and environmental benefits. 

Importance of LED Lamps in Daily Life 

and Industrial Applications 

LED lamps play a critical role in modern 

society due to their versatility, efficiency, and 

environmental benefits. Their importance spans 

across daily life and industrial applications, making 
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them an essential part of contemporary lighting 

solutions. 

in Daily Life: 

1. Energy Efficiency LED lamps consume 

significantly less electricity compared to 

traditional incandescent or fluorescent bulbs, 

reducing household energy bills. 

2. Longevity with a lifespan of up to 25,000 hours 

or more, LED lamps require less frequent 

replacement, offering convenience and cost 

savings. 

3. Safety LEDs emit minimal heat, reducing the 

risk of burns or fire hazards, especially in homes 

with children or pets. 

4. Customization LEDs offer a wide range of color 

temperatures and dimming capabilities, 

allowing users to create personalized lighting 

environments for relaxation, reading, or 

working. 

5. Smart Home Integration LEDs are integral to 

smart lighting systems, enabling remote control, 

automation, and energy monitoring via 

smartphones or voice-activated assistants. 

In Industrial Applications: 

1. High Efficiency in Large-Scale Operations 

industrial facilities, warehouses, and factories 

benefit from the energy savings provided by 

LED lamps, especially when operating 

continuously. 

2. Durability and Reliability LEDs are resistant to 

shock, vibrations, and extreme temperatures, 

making them ideal for heavy-duty industrial 

environments. 

3. Improved Visibility and Safety bright, uniform 

lighting from LEDs enhances visibility, reduces 

workplace accidents, and improves productivity. 

4. Specialized Applications: 

 Agriculture LED grow lights support plant 

growth by providing optimal wavelengths 

for photosynthesis. 

 Medical LEDs are used in surgical lights 

and diagnostic tools due to their precision 

and low heat output. 

 Transportation In vehicles, LEDs provide 

efficient and long-lasting headlights, 

taillights, and interior lighting. 

5. Sustainability LEDs reduce energy consumption 

and greenhouse gas emissions, aligning with 

global sustainability goals and corporate 

environmental responsibility. 

 

2.1 The Concept of LED Lamps 

LED lamps, or Light Emitting Diode lamps, are 

based on a semiconductor technology that converts 

electrical energy directly into light through a process 

known as electroluminescence. This process occurs 

when a suitable voltage is applied to a diode, causing 

electrons in the semiconductor material to recombine 

with holes, releasing energy in the form of photons 

(light). 

Core Principles: 

1. Electroluminescence: 

Unlike traditional lighting methods that rely on 

heating a filament (incandescent) or exciting gas 

molecules (fluorescent), LEDs generate light by 

stimulating electrons in a semiconductor. 

The wavelength (and thus the color) of the emitted 

light depends on the materials used in the diode. 

2. Semiconductor Technology: 

LEDs use materials such as gallium arsenide (GaAs) 

or gallium phosphide (GaP) to create the p-n 

junction that facilitates electron flow and photon 

emission. 

The junction is protected within a resin or plastic 

casing, which also acts as a lens to direct the light. 

 

2.2 Advantages Over Traditional Lighting: 

1. Energy Efficiency LEDs convert a larger 

portion of electrical energy into visible light 

with minimal energy loss as heat. 

2. Durability unlike filaments or gases, 

semiconductors are solid-state components, 

making LEDs less prone to damage from 

vibrations or shocks. 

3. Versatility in Applications LEDs can produce 

various colors without filters, allowing for a 

broad spectrum of lighting options for 

decorative, industrial, and signaling purposes. 

 

2.3 Types of LEDs: 

1. Standard LEDs used in indicators, displays, and 

basic lighting applications. 

2. High-Power LEDs designed for applications 

requiring intense light output, such as 

streetlights and automotive headlights. 

3. Organic LEDs (OLEDs) employ organic 

materials to emit light and are widely used in 

display technologies. 
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4. Smart LEDs integrated with controllers for 

dimming, color adjustment, and connectivity, 

often used in smart lighting systems. 

LED lamps represent a paradigm shift in lighting 

technology, offering a highly efficient, durable, and 

adaptable alternative to traditional methods. Their 

concept and underlying technology have paved the 

way for their extensive use in diverse fields, from 

everyday household lighting to advanced industrial 

applications. 

 

2.4 The Electronic Circuit of LED Lamps 

The electronic circuit of LED lamps is designed to 

ensure safe and efficient operation by regulating 

current and voltage. LEDs are highly sensitive to 

electrical conditions, requiring circuits that protect 

them from overcurrent, overvoltage, and reverse 

polarity. The following sections outline the key 

components and functionality of LED circuits. 

2.4.1  Components of an LED Circuit 

An LED circuit typically includes the following 

components: 

LED: The primary light-emitting element that 

converts electrical energy into light. 

Resistor: Limits current to prevent damage to the 

LED by controlling the flow of electricity. 

Power Supply: Provides the required electrical 

energy, which can be AC or DC. 

Driver Circuit: Regulates voltage and current, 

particularly in high-power LEDs or systems using 

variable voltage inputs. 

Protection Devices: Such as diodes or capacitors, 

safeguard the LED against reverse polarity, voltage 

spikes, or power surges. 

2.4.2 Basic LED Circuit Design 

A simple LED circuit consists of an LED connected 

in series with a resistor to a power supply. 

A basic LED circuit is fundamental to understanding 

the operation of LEDs and their electrical 

requirements. By using a resistor to control current 

and a suitable power supply, this simple circuit 

ensures reliable and safe LED operation, forming the 

foundation for more advanced LED applications. 

2.4.3 Advanced LED Driver Circuits 

In applications where precise current regulation is 

critical, LED driver circuits are used. These can 

include: 

Constant Current Drivers: Maintain a steady current 

regardless of voltage fluctuations, essential for high-

power LEDs. 

PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) Controllers: Allow 

dimming by varying the duty cycle of the current 

supplied to the LED.  

2.4.4 AC-Powered LED Circuits 

For AC-powered LED lamps, additional components 

are required: 

Bridge Rectifier: Converts AC to DC for LED 

operation. 

Filter Capacitor: Smooths the rectified voltage to 

reduce flickering. 

Step-Down Transformer: Reduces high AC voltage 

to a suitable level for the LEDs. 

2.4.5 Protection Mechanisms 

LED circuits often include features to enhance 

durability and safety: 

Reverse Polarity Protection: Diodes or other 

components prevent damage if the LED is connected 

backward. 

Surge Protection: Metal oxide varistors (MOVs) or 

transient voltage suppressors (TVS) protect against 

voltage spikes. 

The electronic circuit of LED lamps is a carefully 

designed system that balances simplicity and 

functionality. By incorporating essential components 

like resistors, drivers, and protection devices, these 

circuits ensure the LEDs operate efficiently, reliably, 

and safely in various applications. Understanding 

these circuit designs is key to maximizing the 

performance and longevity of LED lamps. 

 

III. ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

OF LED LAMPS 

Understanding the electrical characteristics 

of LED lamps is essential to their design and 

operation. These characteristics dictate how LEDs 

interact with an electrical circuit and influence their 

efficiency, reliability, and performance. 

 

3.1 Voltage-Current Relationship 

LEDs exhibit a distinct voltage-current (V-I) 

characteristic, which is nonlinear. Unlike traditional 

resistive loads, the current through an LED does not 

increase linearly with applied voltage. Key aspects 

include: 

 Threshold Voltage (Forward Voltage): 

LEDs require a minimum voltage, known as the 

forward voltage (typically 1.8V to 3.3V 

depending on the LED type and color), to begin 
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emitting light. Below this voltage, the current is 

negligible. 

 Exponential Current Increase: 

Beyond the forward voltage, the current 

increases exponentially with a small rise in 

voltage. This necessitates precise control to 

prevent damage to the LED. 

The voltage-current (V-I) relationship of LEDs is 

one of their most defining electrical characteristics. 

Unlike resistive devices, where current and voltage 

are proportional, LEDs exhibit a nonlinear 

relationship that requires careful management to 

ensure safe and efficient operation. 

 

3.1.1 Threshold Voltage (Forward Voltage): 

The threshold or forward voltage is the minimum 

voltage required to turn on the LED and allow 

significant current to flow through it. For most 

LEDs, this ranges between 1.8V and 3.3V, 

depending on the material and color of the LED. 

 Red LEDs typically have a forward voltage 

of ~1.8V. 

 Blue and white LEDs typically have a 

higher forward voltage of ~3.0V to 3.3V. 

Explanation: 

Below this voltage, the LED behaves like an open 

circuit, allowing only a negligible leakage current 

that does not produce visible light. 

 

3.1.2 Exponential Current Rise Beyond Threshold 

Voltage 

Behavior Beyond the Threshold: 

Once the applied voltage exceeds the forward 

voltage, the current through the LED increases 

exponentially. This happens because the LED's p-n 

junction becomes more conductive, allowing a 

significant number of charge carriers (electrons and 

holes) to recombine and emit light. 

 Why Exponential? 

The exponential behavior is a characteristic of 

the diode equation: 

 

 

 

equation (1) 

where Is  is the reverse saturation current  

q is the charge of an electron 

 V is the applied voltage 

 k is Boltzmann's constant 

T is the absolute temperature. 

Impact, A small increase in voltage can lead to a 

large increase in current, making the LED highly 

sensitive to overvoltage. This requires precise 

current regulation. 

3.1.3  Importance of Current Control 

Risk of Overcurrent without a limiting resistor or a 

constant current driver, the rapid current increase 

can easily exceed the LED's maximum current 

rating, causing thermal runaway and permanent 

damage. 

Current Limiting Techniques , series Resistor: A 

simple and cost-effective method to limit current. 

Constant Current Source: Ensures a stable current 

regardless of voltage fluctuations, ideal for high-

power LEDs. 

3.1.4 Practical Implications of the V-I Curve: 

 Brightness Control the brightness of an LED is 

directly proportional to the current flowing 

through it. However, as current increases, the 

efficiency of light generation may slightly 

decrease due to heat. 

 Forward Voltage Variability, forward voltage 

varies with the color and type of LED. Blue and 

white LEDs require higher voltages than red or 

infrared LEDs due to their material properties 

and energy bandgap differences. 

 Tolerance for Voltage Variations LEDs have a 

narrow operational voltage range. Slight 

deviations can lead to drastic changes in current, 

emphasizing the importance of accurate voltage 

and current control. 

3.1.5 Graphical Representation of the V-I Curve 

A typical V-I curve of an LED is characterized by: 

 A flat region for voltages below the forward 

voltage, where current is negligible. 

 A steep exponential rise in current once the 

forward voltage is exceeded. 

 

Key Observations: 

1. Below Forward Voltage the LED remains off or 

dim, with minimal current. 

2. At Forward Voltage the LED begins to emit 

light as current flows. 

3. Beyond Forward Voltage A small voltage 

increase can lead to a large current, requiring 

careful regulation. 
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"Fig.1" 

This is the graphical representation of the V-I curve 

of an LED. It shows the relationship between the 

voltage (on the x-axis) and current (on the y-axis). 

The sharp rise in current beyond the forward voltage 

(1.8V) highlights the nonlinear behavior of LEDs, 

emphasizing the need for proper current regulation 

in their circuits. 

 

3.1.6 Reverse Voltage Characteristics 

LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) are designed 

primarily for operation in the forward direction, 

where they allow current to flow and emit light. 

However, like other diodes, LEDs also have a 

reverse voltage characteristic that defines their 

behavior when a voltage is applied in the opposite 

direction (reverse polarity). Understanding this 

characteristic is crucial for designing circuits that 

ensure the longevity and reliability of LEDs. 

 LEDs are not designed to conduct in reverse. 

Applying a reverse voltage beyond the LED's 

breakdown voltage (typically -5V for most 

LEDs) can cause damage. 

 Reverse protection diodes are often added to 

circuits to safeguard LEDs against reverse 

polarity connections. 

The reverse voltage characteristics of LEDs 

highlight their sensitivity to reverse polarity and 

electrical stress. Unlike general-purpose diodes, 

LEDs are not designed to withstand significant 

reverse voltage, with typical tolerances ranging 

between 5V and 10V. Exceeding this limit can lead 

to catastrophic failure of the semiconductor junction, 

permanently damaging the LED. 

Understanding these characteristics is essential for 

designing robust circuits. By incorporating 

protection mechanisms such as series or parallel 

diodes, bridge rectifiers, and transient voltage 

suppressors, engineers can ensure safe operation and 

prevent reverse voltage damage. 

In conclusion, safeguarding LEDs from reverse 

voltage conditions is a critical aspect of their 

longevity and performance. Proper design and 

adherence to voltage limits enable LEDs to function 

reliably across various applications, preserving their 

efficiency and extending their lifespan. 

 

3.1.7 Commentary and Analysis: 

The voltage-current relationship of LEDs 

underscores their sensitivity to voltage changes and 

the critical need for current regulation in their 

circuits. This relationship defines how efficiently an 

LED can operate and directly affects its brightness, 

energy consumption, and lifespan. Understanding 

this characteristic allows engineers to design circuits 

that maximize the performance of LEDs while 

protecting them from overcurrent and thermal stress. 

This unique nonlinear relationship is both a strength 

and a challenge, making LEDs versatile for 

applications requiring precision control but 

demanding careful design considerations for stable 

operation. 

 

3.2 Role of Resistance 

3.2.1 Resistance plays a crucial role in the safe and 

efficient operation of LEDs. Since LEDs exhibit a 

nonlinear voltage-current relationship, a small 

increase in voltage can cause a large increase in 

current. This sensitivity makes resistance essential 

for controlling and stabilizing the current flowing 

through an LED. Proper use of resistance ensures the 

LED operates within its rated specifications, 

preventing damage and optimizing performance. 

Resistance is critical in controlling the current 

through the LED. Excessive current can damage the 

diode, while insufficient current can result in dim 

lighting. Key considerations include: 

 Series Resistor a resistor is typically placed in 

series with the LED to limit the current. The 

resistor value can be calculated using Ohm’s 

Law: 

 
equation (2) 

where Vsupply is the power supply voltage 
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 Vforward  is the LED's forward voltage 

  IdesiredI is the desired current 

 Constant Current Drivers for applications 

requiring precise current control, constant 

current drivers are used instead of resistors 

to ensure stable operation. 

Why Current Matters? 

LEDs are current-driven devices, meaning their 

brightness and lifespan depend on the amount of 

current flowing through them. Exceeding the 

maximum current rating can overheat and damage 

the LED. 

By choosing an appropriate resistor value, the 

current can be kept within the safe operating range. 

 

3.2.2 Preventing Overcurrent and Thermal Runaway 

Overcurrent Protection without resistance, the 

exponential current increase beyond the LED’s 

forward voltage could quickly lead to overcurrent, 

overheating, and damage. 

Thermal Runaway Prevention as the LED heats up, 

its forward voltage decreases, which can cause the 

current to increase further, leading to thermal 

runaway. Resistance stabilizes the current and 

mitigates this risk. 

 

3.2.3 Brightness Regulation 

Direct Control of Brightness the brightness of an 

LED is proportional to the current. By adjusting the 

resistance, the current can be fine-tuned to achieve 

the desired brightness level. 

Efficiency Considerations higher current levels 

result in increased brightness, but with diminishing 

returns due to heat and reduced efficiency. 

Resistance helps optimize brightness without 

overloading the LED. 

 

3.2.4 Resistance in Series Circuit Designs 

Single LED Circuit, in a simple circuit with one 

LED, a single resistor in series is sufficient to 

control current. 

Multiple LEDs in Series, when multiple LEDs are 

connected in series, the total forward voltage is the 

sum of the individual forward voltages. 

 

3.2.5 Resistance in Parallel Circuit Designs 

Challenges in Parallel Circuits LEDs connected in 

parallel require individual resistors to ensure 

uniform current distribution. Without separate 

resistors, variations in the forward voltage of each 

LED could cause uneven current flow, leading to 

some LEDs being overdriven while others are 

underdriven. 

Solution, adding a resistor in series with each LED 

ensures each branch receives the correct current. 

 

3.3 Power Consumption 

Power consumption refers to the amount of electrical 

energy used by a device or system over time. For 

LEDs, power consumption is a critical parameter, as 

it directly impacts energy efficiency, operating costs, 

and environmental sustainability. The power 

consumed by an LED is calculated using the 

formula: 

 
equation (3) 

where P is the power (in watts) 

V is the forward voltage (in volts 

I is the current (in amperes) 

 LEDs are highly efficient, converting most of the 

consumed electrical energy into light with minimal 

heat loss, making them an excellent choice for 

energy-saving applications compared to traditional 

lighting technologies. Understanding power 

consumption is essential for designing circuits that 

balance performance, efficiency, and cost. 

 

3.4 Temperature Dependency 

The performance and lifespan of LEDs are 

significantly influenced by temperature. As 

temperature increases, the forward voltage of an 

LED typically decreases, leading to higher current 

flow if not properly regulated. This phenomenon can 

result in reduced efficiency, color shifting, and 

potential overheating, ultimately shortening the 

LED's lifespan. Effective thermal management, such 

as using heat sinks or proper ventilation, is critical to 

maintaining stable operating conditions. 

Understanding the temperature dependency of LEDs 

is essential for designing circuits and systems that 

ensure consistent performance and reliability across 

varying environmental conditions. 

The performance of LEDs is influenced by 

temperature. Key points include: 

 Increased Forward Voltage as the temperature 

rises, the forward voltage typically increases, 

affecting the LED's brightness and efficiency. 

 Thermal Management heat sinks or other 

cooling mechanisms are often integrated to 
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maintain stable operating temperatures and 

prolong the LED's lifespan. 

 

3.5 Efficiency and Luminous Efficacy 

Efficiency and luminous efficacy are key metrics in 

evaluating the performance of LEDs. Efficiency 

refers to the percentage of electrical energy 

converted into visible light, with minimal losses as 

heat. LEDs are renowned for their high efficiency 

compared to traditional lighting technologies. 

Luminous efficacy, measured in lumens per watt 

(lm/W), quantifies the amount of visible light 

produced for each unit of electrical power 

consumed. High luminous efficacy indicates 

superior energy performance, making LEDs ideal for 

applications requiring energy savings and 

environmental sustainability. These characteristics 

highlight why LEDs are a preferred choice in 

modern lighting solutions. 

LEDs are highly efficient light sources, with 

luminous efficacy (lumens per watt) significantly 

higher than traditional lighting technologies. Factors 

that contribute to their efficiency include: 

 Low power loss. 

 Direct conversion of electrical energy to visible 

light. 

 

IV. COMPARISON WITH 

TRADITIONAL LIGHTING 

LED lamps offer significant advantages over 

traditional lighting technologies such as 

incandescent, halogen, and fluorescent lamps. These 

differences are most evident in terms of energy 

efficiency, lifespan, heat emission, and 

environmental impact. While traditional lighting 

relies on inefficient methods like heating filaments 

or exciting gas molecules, LEDs use semiconductor 

technology to directly convert electrical energy into 

light. This technological difference gives LEDs a 

clear edge in performance and sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Table1" 

Comparison Table: LEDs vs. Traditional Lighting 

 
This table highlights why LEDs are becoming the 

preferred choice for various applications, as they 

provide superior efficiency, longer lifespan, and 

lower overall cost of ownership despite higher initial 

investment. 

Here is an expanded explanation of the Comparison 

Table: LEDs vs. Traditional Lighting: 

"Table2" 

 
"Table3" 

 
"Table4" 

 
"Table5" 

 
"Table6" 
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"Table7" 

 
"Table8" 

 
"Table9" 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

LED lamps have revolutionized lighting 

technology through their efficiency, durability, and 

adaptability. This study explored the fundamental 

electrical principles governing LEDs, focusing on 

the interplay between current, voltage, and 

resistance. The nonlinear voltage-current 

relationship of LEDs necessitates precise current 

regulation to ensure safe and optimal performance. 

Resistance plays a critical role in controlling current, 

stabilizing circuits, and preventing damage, while 

thermal management is essential for sustaining 

efficiency and longevity. 

Compared to traditional lighting 

technologies, LEDs offer unmatched energy savings, 

longer lifespans, minimal heat emission, and 

environmental benefits. Their applications span a 

wide range of fields, including residential, industrial, 

and specialized areas such as medical and 

agricultural lighting. As the technology continues to 

evolve, advancements in materials and circuit 

designs promise to further enhance LED 

performance, making them the preferred choice for 

sustainable and efficient lighting solutions. 

Understanding the electrical and thermal 

characteristics of LEDs, as well as the importance of 

robust circuit designs, is critical for maximizing their 

potential and fostering innovation in lighting 

systems. LEDs not only meet the growing demand 

for energy-efficient solutions but also contribute 

significantly to global sustainability goals. 
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